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Personal Soda Label

We live in a consumer world where new beverages, food, 
candy, and snacks are constantly introduced to the 
market. Teachers and students experience product and 
brand design—often without even realizing it. Looking at 
the typography and imagery of different products can 
spark interesting conversations with both elementary and 
secondary students.

One way for students to explore the idea of consumerism 
through product design and advertising is by creating a 
personal beverage label. This will require you to 
brainstorm a brand and identity for the product by picking 
the flavor, color, and overall look. Use the handout below 
to get started planning your designs.

https://theartofeducation.edu/2019/07/05/how-to-bring-package-design-into-the-art-room/
https://theartofeducation.edu/2019/07/05/how-to-bring-package-design-into-the-art-room/
https://theartofeducation.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Personal-Soda-Can-Label.pdf


Crushed Can Drawing

You can draw the cans from life or use a reference photo. If 
you use a reference photo, you could try the traditional grid 
method or provide them with alternative ways of making a grid.

Focus on the simplified shapes without worrying about labels 
or text. Strong lighting can also help you to identify values 
easily. If you don’t have aluminum cans on hand but still want 
to try this activity, use these images as references.

To adapt this lesson and take it even further explore new and 
advanced techniques to create a background with contrast and 
emphasis. You can research and experiment with a technique 
you have wanted to try. 

https://theartofeducation.edu/2016/01/04/a-simpler-way-to-create-a-drawing-grid/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18QlLG74UoDBBKPJrtoC5u-gA0RM8TJdY?usp=sharing


Water Droplet Drawing

If you are looking for a skill-building activity to boost your 
confidence, this is it! Inspired by art teacher Jennifer Sell, this 
water droplet drawing activity is the perfect introduction to 
shading and form at any skill level. For best results, use a 
material that blends easily, like graphite, charcoal, chalk, or oil 
pastel. Use these videos to help guideyou as they navigate 
through the activity.

To adapt this if you are more advanced at art, you create the 
same drawing with two different media. Compare and contrast 
the process, medium characteristics, and end results.

Suggested materials: Paper, chalk, graphite, charcoal, or oil 
pastel

https://www.instagram.com/p/CTRp0QoH-5r/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiMqW4p15K8JRj7e7ibwWEanhlxJYRzQZ


Organic Shape Painting

Before you begin painting, choose a color scheme. 
You are encouraged to work with a limited palette 
(colors) to make more intentional color decisions. 
Create shapes and patterns one paint layer at a time. 
If using watercolor, this can be a wonderful 
exploration of how transparent and translucent colors 
mix and layer. The free-form nature of this painting 
style also fosters intuitive thinking.

Suggested materials: Paper, acrylic or tempera paint, 
watercolor



Op Art    (optical illusion art)

Optical illusions are always, and learning how to 
make them is even better! Some op art designs 
require more math and complexity, while others are 
on the simpler side. 

Example 1 - Op Art Example 1

Example 2 - Op Art Example 2

Can you discover and create more?  

https://youtu.be/NZfj81PEn9o?si=_wOWpFMx1BI9-v9C
https://youtu.be/H1yp5YVdjqo?si=RJ4dfVzWYe15qKMM


Color Mixing Lines
The process of color mixing never ceases to amaze, no matter how many 
times you have experienced it. This activity allows you to observe color 
mixing and explore creative drawing processes.

To start this project, use a water-based marker or watercolor paint. If you use 
markers, create shapes of color right next to or slightly overlapping each 
other. Prep an eyedropper filled with water or a paintbrush dipped in clean 
water. Stand the painting up vertically and carefully drop water on the paper. 
Watch as the water mixes with the color and drips down the page together.

Use the same method with watercolor paint with a wet-on-wet technique by 
painting the paper with water first. Add color with the paper held vertically.

Once the paint drips are dry, identify the positive and negative shapes 
created by the drips. You can trace the shapes and fill in designated areas 
with line patterns.

Suggested materials: Water, watercolor, markers, paper



Plant part Drawing



Book Sketch



Starry City Night



Future Views



Graffiti Style Name
Using you first or last name (or a nickname) create bubble or block 
letters.  After that follow the steps to the right or follow along with the 
video to create you final image

Graffiti Name: Example 

https://youtu.be/-QCowlxxfIM?si=G2oxFU9KsQGuwMdY


Doodle Portrait

Start by taking a selfie.  After you take the selfie and 
are happy with get it printed (media center and ask 
me for a pass).  After it is printed return to class and 
cut out only your face.  Glue the face on to a sheet 
of paper leaving enough room to still create a 
drawing all around it and then begin to draw and 
doodle the rest of your image.  I would suggest 
starting with the hair then working on the neck and 
shoulder region.

Finish up by coloring and doodling to fill in the 
remaining areas.  Use the example to the right to 
help you out.


